
Berridge Ward Annual Report from Cllrs Carole Jones, Mohammed Ibrahim & 
Toby Neal 

Introduction 

The past year has been a busy and productive year, with a few challenges and 
issues that have affected the local area. Our day to day work of being your local 
councillors include regular, weekly surgeries on Saturday mornings at Hyson Green 
Library; Ward Walks with local residents, CPOs, Neighbourhood managers and other 
partner organisations; Local Action Group meetings regularly held throughout the 
ward; attending tenants and resident group meetings and dealing with the casework, 
issues and concerns of local residents. 

Cllr Carole Jones - first elected to Nottingham City Council in 2007 representing 
Berridge Ward. I particularly enjoy the ward focussed work of being a councillor, 
meeting with residents, helping address their concerns and dealing with the 
casework. I also like to work with local residents to develop schemes and initiatives 
to improve local services and facilities in the area. 

I have served as Chair of the Area 5 Committee and on numerous other committees 
including Joint Health and City Health Committees, the Trusts and Charities 
Committee and have also chaired the Employment & Skills Board. I am also a 
Governor at Forest Fields Primary School, a member of the New Basford Community 
Centre Management Committee and am a Board Member of Nottingham City 
Transport. 

Cllr Mohammed Ibrahim – I have represented Berridge Ward since 2003 and have 
been involved in many groups and organisation in the ward. I have also served on 
numerous committees including Planning Committee, Trusts & Charities, Overview & 
Scrutiny as well as having served as an Executive Assistant on the Council. I have 
been a Governor of Forest Fields Primary School for over 10 years and serve as 
Board Member on First Enterprise. I am particularly concerned with issues of 
employment and skills development in the ward and the city and in ensuring that 
local people are heard in the decision making of the council and other public bodies. 

Cllr Toby Neal – I was elected to the Council in 2011 and have been a member of a 
number of Council committees. These have included Planning Committee, Audit 
Committee, Overview and Scrutiny, and I have chaired the Appointments and 
Conditions of Service Committee. I was Executive Assistant for Equality, IT and 
Customer Services and am currently Portfolio Holder for Community and Customer 
Services. 

I enjoy meeting and working with people and undertaking casework for local 
residents, with a particular emphasis on issues that impact on local communities and 
strong neighbourhoods. I am a Governor of Claremont Primary School, on the 
management committee of Forest Fields Advice Centre and a member of the Board 
of Castle Cavendish. 

We also attend Council meetings regularly held at The Council House, and each of 
us are members of different committees of the Council. These include; 

• Overview & Scrutiny Committee – scrutinises the work of the Executive and 
council policies, 

• Audit Committee – scrutinises the financial controls, risk management and 
performance of the council 

• Trusts & Charities Committee – manages the land owned by the council 
• Planning Committee – overlooks and grants permission for building 

development 



• Joint Health & City Health Scrutiny Committees – these look at the work of 
health services in the city and county such as GPs, Ambulance Services and 
A&E. 

We are all members of the Area 5 Committee, which covers Berridge & Sherwood 
wards and reviews council services in the area, council housing and local area 
priorities such as crime issues and employment and skills development. 

Investing in the Local Community 

As local Cllrs we have a local ward budget and Area Capital Funds to help support 
the work and activities of local residents in the community and to invest in local 
infrastructure and services. 

In 2016 – 2017 the following groups received support through the ward budget fund. 
The aim is to provide support for local people and to allow people to spend time 
together and to get to know their neighbours and community. 

• Hyson Green Youth Club - providing play & activity schemes for children and 
young people in the school holidays 

• Gurdwara Luncheon Club - To provide daily low cost and free lunches to 
anyone that wants one. 

• Share Wear Clothes Bank - To provide free, good quality second hand clothes 
to local residents in need. 

• Forest Fields Advice Centre - Providing Welfare Rights Advice to local people. 
• Poplar Avenue Park - Local community activity for residents around the park 
• Literacy Volunteers - A network of volunteers working with children in local 

schools to encourage reading. 
• Pythian Club Breakfast Club - School holiday activities and breakfast club for 

children in New Basford. 
• Hyson Green Cultural Festival - Annual community activity of sports, play and 

cultural activities that take place on The Forest 
• New Arts Exchange - Summer Programme of Arts events 
• International Women's Day - Celebration event for local groups marking IWD 
• Take One - A new dance floor for the community dance group that works with 

children from across the area 
• Black History Month - Local groups celebrating the culture, food and 

community of Black citizens 
• Christmas Lights - Switch on of the Christmas lights at Peppers Gardens 

involving the children’s choirs from local schools and other local groups. 
• Healthy Relationships Training - Workshops and activities for young people 
• Forest Fields Play Centre - Easter Fun Day for children and families 
• New Basford Community Centre - Community Event including children’s play 

event, food and drink 

Area Capital Fund 

The ACF allows us to identify infrastructure and community places that need to be 
redeveloped, repaired or improved. This can include repairs to pavements, some 
road works, work needed in parks and other public spaces and equipment to make 
the ward better. In 2016 -2017 the following were allocated money from the ACF and 
had work done to them; 

Gawthorne Street Park – Gawthorne Street Park on Northgate has benefitted from 
investment that was match funded with a successful bid WREN (which funds 
environmental projects). This followed a consultation which identified new 
equipment, including outdoor gym equipment, for the park and is due to be installed 
in July 2017. 



Road Safety Measures - This included money for VAS speed awareness signs on 
Northgate, as well as new double yellow lines and junction. All needed to improve 
visibility for drivers and pedestrians. 

Road Safety Markings - New road markings around schools to improve safety and 
reduce congestion around local schools, repainting of white lines at junctions and 
centre lines. 

Gregory Boulevard - Introduction of limited waiting and parking bay scheme to stop 
on street car sales. 

Warren Avenue - Resurfacing of the footpath. 

Springfield Street - New fencing and property boundaries. 

Peppers Gardens - Improvement of equipment and grounds. 

Environmental improvements and investment - New litter bins and regular deep 
cleans for areas in the ward and the purchase of specialist equipment to keep 
pavements clean. 



 


