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Introduction 
 
Nottingham City Council are inviting organisations to bid in a competitive process for grants to 
deliver bespoke numeracy activities to Nottingham City residents aged 19 or older as part of the UK 
Shared Prosperity Funded programme Multiply to improve adult (19+) numeracy up to and including 
Level 2 provision. 
 
The releasing of the grant funding is subject to Nottingham City Council approving the receipt of 
allocated UKSPF funds from Government for running and commissioning Multiply in Nottingham. 
This is linked to the approval of the Council’s Multiply Investment Plan, which is anticipated in 
August, but the timing and outcome cannot be guaranteed.  
 
Government expect to approve Investment Plans in September 2022 but, could request 

amendments prior to final approval. Once approved, funding for local areas will be released.  

At the end of each financial year, local authorities are required to submit refreshed Investment Plans 
to be approved by Government at which point plans may need to change.  
 
In the first instance grant funding will be awarded to successful organisations for the period October 
2022 to March 2023. Funding for subsequent years i.e. Year 2 (April 2023-March 2024); Year 3 
(April 2024-March 2025), will be subject to Nottingham City Council receiving the indicative grant 
award from the Department for Education. 
 
Before starting work on the bid, please refer to the Multiply Investment Prospectus and Technical 
Guidance for England which are available here. The prospectus provides detailed information on 
the objectives of the Fund and the types of projects it intends to support.  
 
Interventions funded through Multiply must not displace, replace and / or duplicate any existing adult 
numeracy provision, such as activity funded through the existing Adult Education Budget statutory 
entitlement for maths qualifications. 
 

 

Background 
 
Numeracy is a fundamental skill that is universally important for individuals’ life chances, and for the 
economy as a whole. We also know that people who improve numeracy skills are more likely to be 
in employment, have higher wages, and improved wellbeing. 
 
Funded through UKSPF and managed by the Department for Education (DfE), Multiply is targeted 
at adults aged 19+ with the aim of improving their ability to understand and use maths in daily life, 
home, and work (e.g. improving household finances, helping children with homework, making more 
sense of the facts in the media, managing household budgets and improving sector specific 
numeracy skills). 
 
To meet this challenge, successful grant applications will need to demonstrate that numeracy 
activities are innovative, engaging, fit around people’s lives and are tailored to individual needs with 
delivery taking place in the community or workplace. Activities will also need to demonstrate that 
they support progression towards accredited learning and/or improved employment opportunities.  
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multiply-funding-available-to-improve-numeracy-skills
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Grant Allocations 
 
To ensure maximum reach, Multiply Nottingham has been divided into three project strands:  
 

 Multiply in the Community 

 Multiply for Work 

 Multiply Engagement and Numeracy Champions 
 
Applicants can apply for all three strands. The number of grants to be awarded for each stand and 
their indicative values are as follows:  
 
Table 1: Multiply grant awards by strand for Nottingham City 
 
Strand Grants  

Available 
Year 1 Allocation / 

Organisation*  
(circa.)  

Year 2 Allocation / 
Organisation*  

(circa.) 

Year 3 Allocation / 
Organisation*  

(circa.) 

Multiply in the Community 4 £50,000 £50,000 £50,000 

Multiply for Work 2 £85,000 £100,000 £100,000 

Multiply Engagement and 
Numeracy Champions 

1 £100,000 £150,000 £150,000 

*  Grant funding allocations are indicative and subject to change and/or approval at the discretion of the Department for Education (DfE) 

 and/or Nottingham City Council (NCC). 
 
 
 

Aims of Multiply 
 
Approximately 17 million adults in England, half of the working-age population, have everyday 
maths skills roughly equivalent to Entry Level or below. This compares poorly internationally as it is 
below the OECD average, and behind countries such as Japan, Germany and Canada. Hence, the 
aim of Multiply is to increase the national levels of functional numeracy in the adult population.  
 
The DfE have identified the following success measures for the programme: 
 
1. More adults achieving maths qualifications courses (up to, and including, Level 2 – with 

GCSEs and Functional Skills Qualifications as the qualifications of choice in England – or 
equivalent) and an increase in participation in numeracy courses. We expect local areas to 
evidence improvements in functional numeracy, rather than solely participation in Multiply 
interventions. 

 
2. Improved labour market outcomes e.g. fewer numeracy skills gaps reported by employers, 

and an increase in the proportion of adults that progress into sustained employment and / or 
education. 

 
3. Increased adult numeracy across the population – this overall impact, which goes beyond 

achieving certificates or qualifications, will track both the perceived and actual difference taking 
part in the programme makes in supporting learners to improve their understanding and use of 
maths in their daily lives, at home and at work - and to feel more confident when doing so. 

 
DfE will evaluate Multiply nationally against these and other success measures and local areas will 
be asked to collect data in order to inform this evaluation. 
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Local Priorities 
 
Nottingham City Council will prioritise the awarding of grants to those organisations that have the 
greatest potential to engage and upskill Nottingham City residents whilst offering value for money. 
Piloting new approaches and innovative ideas will be a key part of the projects to be funded. 
 
Applications for grant funding will need to demonstrate: 
  

 A proven track record for engaging groups furthest away from being ready to receive 
numeracy support, typically individuals that Adult Education Budget (AEB) and other 
traditional programmes struggle to reach (e.g. economically inactive adults with no 
qualifications, employed individuals with no qualifications, male adult learners) and individuals 
with protected characteristics, in particular BAME, Over 50’s, women, those with disabilities, 
young people aged 19–24. 

 A proven track record of building and maintaining partnerships with key stakeholders including 
local employers and the voluntary and community sector. 

 Additionality, and not duplication of existing numeracy provision e.g. AEB, apprenticeships.  

 Supporting learners to progress from Multiply courses delivered at entry level through to AEB 
provision delivered at Level 2, creating a local complementary numeracy pathway. 

 Innovation in the delivery method(s) to engage and attract groups of individuals not likely to 
engage through ‘normal’ routes. 

 Commitment to accurately recording and the timely reporting of outcomes whilst ensuring the 
storing and sharing of data is GDPR compliant. 

 Commitment to quality improvement, including staff development. 

 Recruiting delivery staff in a way that will complement and not displace existing AEB 
workforce.  

 Supporting learners to access the Government’s new ‘Multiply Online Digital Portal’. 

 Learning that takes place in the heart of local communities and/or the workplace. 

 Supports ambitions of the Nottingham Economic Recovery and Renewal Plan. 
https://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/your-council/about-the-council/nottingham-economic-
recovery-and-renewal-plan/  

 

Multiply Nottingham Interventions 
 

Multiply Nottingham consists of three strands. Each strand includes mandatory interventions that 

must be delivered to meet the requirements of the grant. When completing the application form, 

applicants will need to confirm which Strand(s) they are applying for. The maximum funding 

allocation per organisation to deliver Multiply Nottingham is circa. £400,000. Mandatory 

interventions for each strand are as follows: 

 

1. Multiply in the Community  

 

The maximum grant allocation per organisation wishing to deliver Multiply in the Community is circa. 

£150,000. The grant will be paid in quarterly instalments and awarded to four organisations that can 

demonstrate they are able to engage new learners in the community with each organisation 

delivering at least four of following interventions: 

https://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/your-council/about-the-council/nottingham-economic-recovery-and-renewal-plan/
https://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/your-council/about-the-council/nottingham-economic-recovery-and-renewal-plan/
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 Bitesize workshops that aim to engage new learners by embedding maths in a fun and 

interactive way. Examples include but not limited to: embedding maths in activities familiar to 

city residents e.g. Bake Off, Supermarket Sweep, Treasure Hunt, Dragons Den, Escape 

Rooms, etc. 

 Short courses that challenge negative thoughts and experiences of maths and/or education. 

 Financial literacy workshops/courses in response to the increase in energy prices and 

inflation. Topics to include but not limited to: budgeting, shopping to a budget, reducing energy 

costs, comparing service providers, understanding credit, interest rates, saving for retirement, 

etc. 

 Back to Basic short courses that prepare learners to progress onto accredited learning. 

Primary topics to include but not limited to: Four rules of number, decimals, fractions and 

percentages. 

 Sessions for parents/guardians that focus on their child's curriculum at Key Stages 3/4 with 

the aim to upskill parents/guardians to support their child's learning. 

 Community based accredited learning from Entry to Level 1 inclusive. Learners ready to 

progress to Level 2 will be supported to access local AEB provision. 

 

Applications must state which interventions will be delivered and the numbers of learners intended 

to be engaged for each intervention between October 2022 and the end of March 2025. 

 

2. Multiply for Work  

 

The maximum grant allocation per organisation wishing to deliver Multiply for Work is circa. 

£285,000. The grant will be paid in quarterly instalments and awarded to two organisations that can 

demonstrate they are able to engage new learners by working in partnership with local employers to 

deliver the following interventions: 

 

 Unaccredited sector specific maths workshops and courses designed in partnership with local 

employers that upskill their workforce. 

 Workplace accredited learning from Entry to Level 1 inclusive. Learners ready to progress to 

Level 2 will be supported to access local AEB provision. 

 

Applications must state how many learners are intended to be engaged for each intervention 

between 1st October 2022 and 31st March 2025. 

 

3. Multiply Engagement and Numeracy Champions 

 

The maximum grant allocation for Multiply Engagement and Numeracy Champions is circa. 

£400,000. The grant will be paid in quarterly instalments and awarded to one organisation to recruit 

at least four Numeracy Champions, who will be based in the community. Numeracy Champions will 

engage new learners on to Multiply by developing and maintaining partnerships with Third Sector 

organisations (e.g. religious groups, food banks, debt advice centres, BAME support groups) and 

local services (e.g. Priority families, Housing Support, Care leavers, DWP and other employment 

support services).  
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Their role will include offering one-to-one support to city residents to help them manage household 

budgets and make referrals to Multiply provision where they can improve their numeracy skills. The 

Numeracy Champion will also be responsible for recruiting a small team of volunteers, 'Numeracy 

Buddies', who will support the Numeracy Champion in carrying out their day-to-day activities. 

 

Applications must state how many participants are intended to be engaged between 1st October 

2022 and the 31st March 2025. 

 

What costs can be attributed to the grant? 
 

The purpose of the grant is to deliver the mandatory interventions for each strand. This includes 

staffing, overheads, venue hire and resources required to deliver the proposed curriculum. When 

budgeting the curriculum, consideration should also be given towards any additional support that 

learners may need e.g. crèche, classroom support, travel expenses, specialist resources, etc. 

 

Nottingham City Council will hold a bespoke budget for all marketing and communications activity 

relating to the overall programme. There is an expectation that successful applicants will work 

closely with Nottingham City Council’s Marketing & Communications Team to develop all 

promotional resources and events e.g. programme/project promotion, launch events, celebration 

events, etc. 

 

 How will applications be assessed? 

 
 As the lead authority, Nottingham City Council will assess all grant applications submitted before the 

deadline of 23:59 on Thursday, 22nd September 2022.  
 

Assessment will involve four stages; Gateway, Scoring, Moderation and Further Moderation (if 
required), including sign off of shortlisted applications. Questions that are to be scored have been 
weighted.  
 
Further information regarding the assessment criteria can be found in Appendix A: Multiply 
Nottingham Assessment Criteria. 
 
Following assessment, Nottingham City Council will inform all applicants of their outcome. 
 
Successful applicants will enter into a grant agreement with Nottingham City Council. A template 
grant agreement will be provided for reference as part of the bid documentation. 

  

 
How to apply  
 
To apply for grant funding, applicants must complete and submit the following documents to 

Nottingham City Council using this email address: multiply@nottinghamcity.gov.uk  

 

 Multiply Nottingham Grant Application Form 

 Evidence of Economic and Financial Standing (1.3 of the application form) 

 Brief synopsis of courses to be delivered (NOTE: Strand 1, Multiply in the Community, only) 

 

Applications submitted in any other format will not be accepted. 

mailto:multiply@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
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Complete applications must be submitted by: 23:59 on Thursday, 22nd September 2022. 

Timeline of activities 

 

Activities Date 

Deadline for submission of bids. Late submissions will 
not be accepted 

23:59, Thursday, 22nd September 2022 

Appraisal and shortlist process, assessments, due 
diligence checks and shortlist 

Week commencing 26th September 2022 

Applicants contacted regarding outcome of assessment Week commencing 10th October 2022* 

Grant funding agreements issued Week commencing 10th October 2022* 

*subject to change dependent upon volume of applications received 

 
 
Further information 
 
Prior to completing and submitting an application for grant funding, we recommend that bidding 
organisations attend our ‘Multiply Nottingham Technical Assistance Workshop’, where we will 
discuss the application in more detail and answer any further questions you may have. 
 
The workshop will be delivered on two dates during the bidding window: 
 

2pm-3pm, Wednesday 31st August 2022        Click here to join the meeting  

 

1.30pm-2.30pm, Wednesday 7th September 2022    Click here to join the meeting  

  

  
 
For any technical queries please email: multiply@nottinghamcity.gov.uk 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YzJlZWQyNjQtOWQ4NS00MTY5LTgyNjUtZGZmMDRmMzY3ODk3%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22aa3611bd-13ac-47ac-8207-00fb9ea44ede%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22825fd61e-693c-4822-9829-dc202981ffe7%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NWFiMzU1MjgtOWRiYy00NTE4LTliY2MtM2UyMGIwOTE2Y2Qy%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22aa3611bd-13ac-47ac-8207-00fb9ea44ede%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22825fd61e-693c-4822-9829-dc202981ffe7%22%7d
mailto:multiply@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
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APPENDIX A: MULTIPLY NOTTINGHAM ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

 

Stage 1. GATEWAY CRITERIARITE 

 

Criteria Pass Fail Partial 

Criteria 1: Application fully completed and returned on time ☐ ☐ - 

Criteria 2: Economic & Financial Standing ☐ ☐ - 

Criteria 3: Economic & Financial Risk ☐ ☐ - 

Criteria 4: Government Funding ☐ ☐ - 

Criteria 5: Prior Contract Performance ☐ ☐ - 

Criteria 6: Provision of Subsidies ☐ ☐ - 

Criteria 7: Policies ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Criteria 8: Liability Insurance ☐ ☐ ☐ 

 

Applications that fail any criteria cannot progress to Stage 2. Scoring. 

For the questions which have been assessed as partial, progress to Stage 2. Scoring will be allowed with justification from the Assessor. 

 

STAGE 2. SCORING 

The maximum score for each question, and, therefore, the question’s weighting, is shown on the application form. The maximum score can be 

found in the dark grey box to the right of each question. 
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SCORING FRAMEWORK 

Assessment Description 

Unacceptable Response to the question is unacceptable or no response received. Does not give the Fund confidence in 

the ability of the bidder to deliver the contract. 

Poor/Weak 

Response 

Inadequate detail provided or some of the answer not directly relevant to the question. Is supported by 

none or a weak standard of evidence in several areas giving rise to concern about the ability of the bidder 

to deliver the contract. 

Below Expectations Limited information provided, and/or a response that is inadequate or only partially addresses the question 

giving rise to concern about the ability of the bidder to deliver the contract. 

Satisfactory 

Response 

Acceptable response in terms of the level of detail, accuracy and relevance. Is supported by a satisfactory 

standard of evidence in most areas but a few areas lacking detail/evidence giving rise to some concerns 

about the ability of the bidder to deliver the contract. 

Good Response Comprehensive response in terms of detail and relevance to the question and supported by good standard 

of evidence. Gives the Fund confidence in the ability of the bidder to deliver the contract. Meets the Fund’s 

requirements.  

Very Good 

Response 

As Good, but to a better degree in terms of precision and relevance. Is comprehensive and supported by a 

high standard of evidence. Gives the Fund a high level of confidence in the ability of the bidder to deliver 

the contract.  

May exceed the Fund’s requirements in some respects, for example, added value such as 

integration/synergy with other projects. 

 

Scores will be awarded low to high based on the framework and within the scoring range for each question. 

Part 2. Project Details on the application form will be scored out of 125 for each Strand (Multiply in the Community; Multiply in Work; Multiply 

Engagement and Numeracy Champions). 

Part 3. Quality Assurance on the application form will be scored out of 75. 

This will give a total maximum score of 200 which will then be converted to a percentage. 

 



Multiply Nottingham_Invitation to bid    August 2022        Page 10 of 10 

STAGE 3. MODERATION 

Grants will be awarded to the applicants with the highest scoring percentages, with the number shortlisted for each Strand as follows: 

1. Multiply in the Community – top 4 organisations. 

2. Multiply at Work – top 2 organisations. 

3. Multiply Engagement and Numeracy Champions – top 1 organisation. 

 

Where applications tie on percentages resulting in more applicants being shortlisted than grants available, further moderation criteria will be 

applied as detailed in Stage 4, or shortlisted applicants may be invited to discuss/negotiate their total project values. 

In selecting projects across all Strands an overall cap will be applied in line with the maximum total funding available for the Multiply 

Programme. This may result in shortlisted applicants being invited to discuss/negotiate their total project values. 

 

STAGE 4. FURTHER MODERATION (IF REQUIRED) AND SIGN OFF OF SHORTLISTED APPLICATIONS 

Based on the degree of moderation required to end up with a shortlist which doesn’t exceed the maximum funding allowed, Nottingham City 

Council, at its discretion, will agree an additional ranking or scoring framework.  

 

NOTIFICATION OF INVITATION TO BID OUTCOME 

Once the outcome of the assessment process has been notified to all applicants, organisations can request feedback on their applications and 

scoring. 

  


