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Welcome & Introductions

Nottingham City Council Team

Matthew Alvey: Careers Strategy Officer

Linda Slack: Bidding and Funding Officer

Housekeeping 

• Please mute microphones

• Use the chat function to submit questions during the session 

• Slides and FAQs available after the session



Topics for discussion

1. Background to Multiply

2. Aims and success measures

3. General funding principles

4. Multiply Nottingham 

5. Application support and advice

6. Assessment criteria

7. Timetable of activities

8. Any Questions?



Background to Multiply
• 17m adults in England (half of the working-age population) have everyday 

maths skills below Level 1

• UK is below the OECD average and behind countries such as Japan, 

Germany and Canada

• People who improve their numeracy skills are more likely to be in 

employment, have higher wages, and better wellbeing

• Businesses that develop their employees’ numeracy skills can boost 

productivity, increase profits, and improve employee retention

• UK Shared Prosperity Fund prioritised £559 million over the next 3 years 

to improve adult numeracy skills (April 2022 – March 2025)

• Submission deadline for local authorities to bid was 30th June



Aims for Multiply
Increasing the number of adults (19+), participating in, and achieving, adult 

numeracy qualifications up to and including Level 2.

Success measures
• More adults achieving maths qualifications courses, up to and including 

Level 2 or equivalent.

• An increase adult participation in numeracy courses

• Improved labour market outcomes e.g. fewer numeracy skills gaps 

reported by employers, and an increase in the proportion of adults that 

progress into sustained employment and / or education.

• Increased adult numeracy across the population.



General funding principles

• Funding should target learners who are adults 19+ who have not previously 

attained a GCSE Grade 4/C or higher maths qualification.

• Interventions should not displace, replace and / or duplicate any existing adult 

numeracy provision, such as activity funded through the existing Adult 

Education Budget (AEB) statutory entitlement for maths qualifications.

• Deliver high quality, innovative numeracy interventions that meet the needs of 

local people.

• Interventions can lead to attainment of a qualification, but non-qualification 

provision should also be developed where more appropriate. 

• Delivery is subject to Ofsted but the extent is yet to be clarified by the DfE.



Multiply Nottingham

• Nottingham City Council has been awarded an indicative grant worth £1.85m 

until the 31st March 2025

• Multiply Nottingham consists of three delivery Strands:

 Multiply in the Community (4 x circa. £150,000)

 Multiply for Work (2 x circa. £285,000)

 Multiply Engagement and Numeracy Champions (1 x circa. £400,000)

• Nottingham City Council will hold a bespoke budget for all marketing activities

• Each Strand has mandatory interventions, which have been set by the DfE

• Government to launch a new ‘Multiply Online Digital Portal’ to support learning



Application support and advice 

• Read all supporting documentation before starting your bid.

 Multiply Nottingham – Invitation to bid and application form

 Multiply Investment Prospectus

• Identify the Strands you are applying for and complete all relevant questions.

• Questions in Part 2 and Part 3 have been weighted. The maximum score for each 

question can be found in the dark grey box to the right of the question.

• Ensure your proposal meets the specifics of the Invitation to Bid.

• Try not to exceed 500 words for each given question. 

• Ensure all supporting information is attached.

• Submit before the deadline 23:59 22nd September 2022

• Send completed applications to multiply@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

http://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/multiplynottingham
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multiply-funding-available-to-improve-numeracy-skills


Application support and advice

The application form is trying to ascertain:

• What are the proposed activities and are they relevant, engaging and innovative?

• How will it engage, upskill and progress learners and offer a good quality experience?

• Where will activities be delivered and do they reflect local need and demand?

• Who will manage and deliver the project and are they suitable skilled and experienced?

• When will activity start and stop? Are milestones clear and realistic?

• How much will it cost to deliver the project and does it represent value for money?

• Why your organisation is based placed to deliver the project to achieve maximum 

impact and outcomes? 



Assessment Process

• All grant applications submitted before the deadline of 23:59 on Thursday, 22nd

September 2022 will be assessed.

• Assessment will involve four stages; 

 Gateway

 Scoring

 Moderation 

 Further Moderation (if required)

• All applicants will be informed about the outcome of their application.

• Successful applicants will enter into a grant agreement with Nottingham City Council.



Stage 1: Gateway Criteria

Criteria Pass Fail Partial

Criteria 1: Application fully completed and returned on time ☐ ☐ -

Criteria 2: Economic & Financial Standing ☐ ☐ -

Criteria 3: Economic & Financial Risk ☐ ☐ -

Criteria 4: Government Funding ☐ ☐ -

Criteria 5: Prior Contract Performance ☐ ☐ -

Criteria 6: Provision of Subsidies ☐ ☐ -

Criteria 7: Policies ☐ ☐ ☐

Criteria 8: Liability Insurance ☐ ☐ ☐

• Applications that fail any Gateway criteria will not progress to Stage 2. Scoring.

• Questions which have been assessed as partial, progress to Stage 2. Scoring will 

be allowed with justification from the Assessor.



Stage 2. Scoring

• Scores will be awarded low to high based on the scoring framework and within the 

scoring range for each question. For scoring framework see Multiply 

Nottingham_Invitation to bid; Appendix A: Multiply Nottingham Assessment Criteria.

• Part 2. Project Details on the application form will be scored out of 125 for each 

Strand (Multiply in the Community; Multiply in Work; Multiply Engagement and 

Numeracy Champions).

• Part 3. Quality Assurance on the application form will be scored out of 75.

• The total score, out of a maximum 200, will be converted into a percentage.



Stage 3. Moderation

• Grants will be awarded to the applicants with the highest scoring percentages, with the 

number shortlisted for each Strand as follows:

1. Multiply in the Community – top 4 organisations.

2. Multiply at Work – top 2 organisations.

3. Multiply Engagement and Numeracy Champions – top 1 organisation.

• Applications that tie on percentages resulting in more applicants being shortlisted than 

grants available, further moderation criteria will be applied as detailed in Stage 4, or 

shortlisted applicants may be invited to discuss/negotiate their total project values.

• In selecting projects across all Strands an overall cap will be applied in line with the 

maximum total funding available for the Multiply Programme. This may result in 

shortlisted applicants being invited to discuss/negotiate their total project values.



Stage 4. Further Moderation (if required) 

Based on the degree of moderation required to end up with a shortlist which doesn’t 

exceed the maximum funding allowed, Nottingham City Council, at its discretion, will 

agree an additional ranking or scoring framework. 



Timeline of activities

Activities Date

Deadline for submission of bids. Late 

submissions will not be accepted
23:59, Thursday, 22nd September 2022

Appraisal and shortlist process, assessments, 

due diligence checks and shortlist
Week commencing 26th September 2022

Applicants contacted regarding outcome of 

assessment
Week commencing 10th October 2022*

Grant funding agreements issued Week commencing 10th October 2022*

*subject to change dependent upon volume of applications received



Any Questions?



Nottingham Call Documentation: www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/MultiplyNottingham

UK SPF Multiply Prospectus:  www.gov.uk/government/publications/multiply-

funding-available-to-improve-numeracy-skills

Nottingham Enquiries - Should you have any queries in respect of this Invitation to 

Bid, please direct all enquiries to: multiply@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

Thank You

http://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/MultiplyNottingham
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multiply-funding-available-to-improve-numeracy-skills
mailto:multiply@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

