
 

MULTIPLY TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE WORKSHOPS – 31/8/22 and 7/9/22 

Response to Frequently Asked Questions 

 

1. Are the number of grants available in each strand set in stone? 

Yes. Although subject to change following the outcome of the grant award process. Strands 1 and 2 

(Multiply in the Community, Multiply at Work) have more than one grant to encourage diversity of 

providers. Strand 3 (Numeracy Champions) has one grant as it has been deemed best to have one 

organisation to provide consistent and coherent service across the City to support participants. 

 

2. Similar question regarding Multiply in Community – is there any scope for smaller players? 

We’re really keen for smaller grass route organisations to apply. Routes might be through 

partnership bids. Refer to Q4 for answer on subcontracting options. 

 

3. I think the threshold for successful applications will be too high for many of our small 

grassroots organisations who are best placed to deliver some of these interventions. 

The scoring has been weighted to encourage the most appropriate delivery partners for each of the 

three strands. We encourage grassroots organisations to apply. 

 

4. If a larger organisation wins the funding, can they subcontract to smaller organisations? 

The question of subcontracting is currently being checked with the Department for Education, 

particularly around second tier subcontracting. Multiple layers of subcontracting can dilute the 

funding available for direct delivery to support beneficiaries but it is recognised that comprehensive 

delivery may require organisations working together either through a partnership or subcontracting 

if a tier level is allowed. 

 

5. What are the indicative learner numbers and funding rates for each proposed activity 

(community, work, engagement/numeracy champions)? 

The grant award is a competitive process and applications will be scored based on the outputs that 

the applicant considers they can deliver.  However, we have provided indicative outputs to the DfE 

as part of our Investment Plan. The Investment Plan for Nottingham is a public document, and is 

now available on www.Nottinghamcity.gov.uk/MultiplyNottingham 

 

6. Are internal service areas/depts. within NCC allowed to apply for these grants? 

Yes they are but will have to apply and be part of the same competitive process as all other 

applicants. We could have chosen to deliver Multiply in-house but have chosen instead to open it up 

to the market to get the best providers possible. 

http://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/MultiplyNottingham


7. Can the Council run a partnership networking event to encourage collaborative bids and help 

smaller providers? 

We welcome collaborative bids, subject to the bid meeting funding guidelines. As the grant award is 

a competitive process the onus of holding partnership networking events will be left to applicants. 

However, partnership opportunities can be facilitated by: 

Paul Crookendale - Community Partnership and Project Development Manager, 0115 876 2522, 

07872 111 992, paul.crookendale@nottinghamcity.gov.uk  

Sarah Bull - Stakeholder Manager (Building Better Opportunities – Nottingham City), 07548 224446, 

sarah.bull@nottinghamcity.gov.uk   

 

8. What is the expectation of delivery for community organisations that might be able to, for 

example, provide Back to Basic short courses? 

Multiply is subject to Ofsted, all applicants will need to demonstrate a commitment to delivering 

education or training that meets the requirements of the Education Inspection Framework and NCC 

polices and processes to ensure good quality assurance. 

 

9. What are the indicative funding rates for each proposed activity (community, work, 

engagement/numeracy champions)? 

The grant award is a competitive process and applications will be scored based on Value for Money.  

However, we have provided indicative costs for proposed activities to the DfE as part of our 

Investment Plan. The Investment Plan for Nottingham is a public document, which will shortly be 

made available on www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/MultiplyNottingham 

 

10. The incredibly short turnaround time for applications doesn't really support collaboration or 

innovation. 

The submission window is tight but has been dictated by DfE’s timetable for delivery of the Multiply 

programme nationally. The call has been issued as soon as possible and ahead of the receipt of 

funding from DfE, in order to maximise the time to submit bids. 

 

11. It's stated that the maximum Grant any one organisation can win is circa £400k, which given 

the values for each Strand actually limits award to only one strand. If an organisation bids for 

multiple strands and scores high enough to be awarded more than one strand, how would that 

be managed/awarded? 

Multiply is very much a pilot programme. Applying a ceiling to the total allocation will ensure a 

maximum number of delivery partners leading to more experimental and innovative solutions to 

engaging adults in maths and providing greater choice for the end user.  Should any one organisation 

score high enough to deliver more than one Strand then the decision will be taken to the Further 

Moderation stage as set out in the assessment process. It is at the Moderation stage that some 

flexibility has been written in, if, for example, all of the grant funding hasn’t been committed via the 

shortlisted bids for each strand. 

mailto:paul.crookendale@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
http://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/MultiplyNottingham


12. What is meant by not displacing AEB provision, if AEB provision can include accredited 

learning for those below Grade C/Level 4 maths?  

The aim of Multiply is to target eligible adults that current AEB provision does not target or does not 

reach. Multiply must not fund provision that will displace or replace current provision that is being 

delivered through AEB. Provision that could be funded through AEB but is not yet offered in 

Nottingham is permitted.  

 

13. If we have our own ideas on innovative ‘maths by stealth’ courses can we apply? 

New and innovative workshops and courses that actively engage eligible adults to improve their 

maths skills are encouraged, this includes ‘maths by stealth’ providing that the mandatory 

interventions are met.  Once engaged, the delivery partner is encouraged to work with the learner to 

progress them onto further maths support and evidence distance travelled.  

 

14. Maybe a bit premature, but in the span of the 3 years does Multiply or the DfE have a goal 

they're aiming to reach? I am aware the UK is below the OECD average, so is it multiplies aim 

to balance that out in the 3 years? Or at least in our area anyway bring 19+ adults to the 

standard? 

The overall objective of Multiply is to increase the levels of functional numeracy in the adult 

population across the UK. The goal is to achieve the following success measures: 

 More adults achieving maths qualifications courses and an increase in participation in numeracy 

courses.  

 Improved labour market outcomes e.g. fewer numeracy skills gaps reported by employers, and 

an increase in the proportion of adults that progress into sustained employment and / or 

education.  

 Increased adult numeracy across the population  

DfE will evaluate Multiply nationally against these and other success measures and local areas will be 

asked to collect data in order to inform this evaluation. 

 

15. Please could the council confirm whether bidders can bid for all three grant strands, and if so, 

can bidders provide detail on their preferred delivery strands. For example with providers 

ranking the three strands. 

Organisations can bid for all 3 strands. The application form doesn’t allow any expression of strand 

preferences. All strands will be assessed independently. In the event of an organisation being 

shortlisted for more than one, and/or them exceeding the circa. £400,000 grant maximum 

threshold, it will be at the moderation stage where they may be invited to discuss preferences. 

 

16. What will be the payment schedule for the grants awarded? 

The intention is to provide some money upfront for project initiation and some in arrears based on 

claims submissions linked to performance. The split between the two is currently being discussed 

internally and will be publicised once finalised. 



17. For  'Multiply in the Community' will the grants be by geography or by participant group? 

The grants won’t be determined by specific geography or groups. We are ideally looking for projects 

which provide as wider coverage of the City and participant groups as possible. Hence, for example, 

projects which deliver from several locations will score higher than those from one fixed location. 

 

18. Could a link be provided for local data on numeracy? 

Emma Bates, lead for Nottingham Financial Resilience Partnership, has offered to try and source that 

data link, which will then be provided on the Council Multiply web page. 

 

19. Bearing in mind the decision timescales, are you looking for delivery from as early as mid-

October 2022? 

Yes. DfE are expecting delivery to start as soon as possible this financial year with the intention that 

some outputs will be achieved by the end of March 2023. 

 

20. In a partnership bid does there need to be a lead applicant? 

Yes. A lead organisation is required as that is who will be responsible for signing the grant agreement 

and managing the grant and project delivery. The lead organisation is the one who also will need to 

go through the gateway check. 

 

21. How does the Numeracy Champions strand link in with the other two strands as it could cover 

in the community and in work? 

It is intended to underpin and complement both strands and could include Numeracy Champions 

both for the community and work. 

 

22. Can a project focus on just one ward or does it need to be wider than that? 

Ideally wider, which is why partnership bids are actively encouraged. 

 

23. Does the council intend to recommission multiply provision on an annual basis for future years 

of delivery? 

There will be a provisional commitment to fund successful applicants for 3 years but the funding 

agreement will be confirmed on an annual basis as it will be subject to: 

 NCC receiving the funding from DfE for each financial year 

 Successful delivery and performance by the project on a yearly basis 

 Meeting quality standards as set out in the Education Inspection Framework 

 

24. Where can support be provided for the links between financial capability and numeracy? 

Emma Bates, Nottingham Financial Resilience Partnership, emma@financialinclusionsupport.co.uk 


